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Abstract: Due to its fragmented geographical condition and important trade status the
South China Sea Rim has become a region where diverse religions converged. Confucianism Tao—
ism Buddhism Hinduism Islam and Christianity all took root in this region. Unlike indigenous
religions the religions that were introduced to the region disseminated from rulers to people and
from individuals to groups. Since the South China Sea Rim was at the edges of major civilizational
centers it had special advantages for religious dissemination. Various religions coexisted and in—
tegrated with each other while enjoying more development space in this region which was far be—
yond the control of the surrounding civilization centers. But they could eventually have a reverse
influence on these civilizational centers.

Keywords: the South China Sea Rim; Imported Religions; Mode of Religious Dissemina—

tion
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